Guidelines for final paper: PHIL 2326

Submission info
[bookmark: _GoBack]You have a 6-8 page (double-spaced) paper due on Monday, December 6 by 11:59pm.


IMPORTANT NOTE: visual aids (such as charts, diagrams, or images of technology) will not be counted toward the page limit; I will treat them as an appendix. Consequentialist theories require a mathematical analysis that is probably best represented using a chart or table in order to provide proper detail within the page limit. I also prefer the application of Aristotle’s theory to be displayed in a table or chart that lists the relevant trios of virtues and vices, and shows which ones are developed on each action, as in the midterm exam question 3A.

Assignment details
For the final paper, you will:
-choose a theoretical approach to ethics,
-defend your chosen theory as the best approach to decision-making in professional contexts, 
-demonstrate application of the theory to a case study,
-defend the course of action your theory has selected as the best way to handle the situation in that case.

More specifically, to get a perfect score, you must do the following four things in your paper:

1 (Introduction, 1-2 paragraphs): explain which theory that we studied in class is the best one to use when making ethically challenging decisions in professional life. Remind the reader of the basic information about this theory. Give a quick summary of the structure of the whole paper.
2 (Theory defense, 3-4 pages): explain why you think this theory is superior to the others for use in professional decision making. Notice that I want you to choose a theory that you think would be useful to you in general in your professional life, not one that simply works well in the particular case study you will discuss. The exact method you use to defend the theory is up to you. You could focus on the aspects of the theory that make it a good theory in general, or the aspects of the theory that make it particularly well-suited to professional life. Or you could use process of elimination, explaining what is wrong with each of the other theories (though that method takes up a lot of space… if you choose this approach, you might want to choose some representative theories to eliminate, rather than run through all eight rejected theories). My powerpoints about theories should be helpful for this section.
3 (Theory application, 3-4 pages): apply your chosen theory’s method to a decision found in a case study. Provide enough background about the case study for a reader who is unfamiliar with the case to understand the context of the decision you will analyze. As you did in the presentation, choose one key decision from the case, identify some courses of action the decision-maker could have considered, demonstrate the method your theory would use to choose between those courses of action, and identify the course of action your theory would recommend to the decision-maker. The theory application section of your presentation should be helpful here.
4 (Conclusion, 2-3 paragraphs): discuss the possible downside of the chosen course of action, and explain why you think the course of action is the best one nonetheless. This gives you an opportunity to discuss other factors that your theory might not have emphasized. Information from the Conflicts section of your presentation could be helpful here. Remember to consider professional standards such as the NSPE code when weighing the overall strengths and weaknesses of your course of action vs. the alternatives. Finally, remind the reader of the main points that were made in the paper.

Notice that items 3 and 4 involve doing things I have already asked you to do as part of the group presentation; the presentation should serve as good pre-writing for those parts of the final paper. You are not required to use the same case study that your group presented, nor are you required to use one of the theories your group presented. But most students find it convenient to do so. You may choose any of the case studies from the list in the back of the textbook and any of the theories we discussed in class, except nihilism. Also notice that items 1 and 2 involve doing things that I have not asked you to do before. The powerpoints about the different theories should be a useful resource for these parts of the paper.

Point Deductions
As for my assessment of your paper, there are some standard problems that will result in a deduction of points:

-misrepresentation of your theory (you make false claims about what your theory says)
-poor application of your theory (you make false claims about how your theory applies to your case, you show that you do not understand which facts about the case are relevant to the application of your theory, or you fail to show a thorough application of your theory’s method)
-failure to correct issues from your presentation (generally, my standards are higher for the paper as the presentations have given you experience working with theories and a case study… simply submitting the same quality of work that earned a certain letter grade on the presentation will not necessarily earn that same letter grade on the paper)
-sloppiness/lack of clarity (your wording makes it difficult to tell what you are claiming about your theory or how it applies to your case)
-failure to follow directions (your paper is too long or too short by more than a page, fails to apply a theory to a case, fails to explain why you think that theory is the best for professional decision-making, etc.)

Outside Sources
This is more a position paper than a research paper, so you are NOT required to use any sources beyond our course textbook and my powerpoints. But you may use outside sources if you wish. If you do use outside sources, please include bibliographic information about those sources (I don’t care which of the standard formats you use, as long as I have enough information to look up the source myself if I want to). If you refer to specific quotes from my course notes or the textbook, please provide a footnote or endnote listing the powerpoint slide or textbook page you are quoting. You do not need to provide full bibliographic information about our in-class sources, though.

If you have any questions, please let me know.
